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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
By Andrea M. Schleifer

I am compelled to begin my first column as president by expressing how delighted I was that
we had a spectacular, sold-out installation dinner at the Spertus Institute on June 23rd. It was hum-
bling to be in the company of the individuals who received our awards.

Those who were honored were so very deserving, and their remarks were inspiring. We had
the pleasure of having the gracious and entertaining Justice Alan Greiman as our MC; kudos to him
for the way he directed the program. Thanks to him, and to Jim Goldberg, Steve Rizzi and Yehuda
Lebovits who did wonderful outreach to sponsors, and, of course, thanks to the sponsors.
Although the program ran a bit long, it gave me the opportunity (in the words of one unnamed
Judge in attendance) to savor the evening over and over again!

When I anticipated writing this first column of my tenure as President, I was afraid I would be staring at a blank page for
along time. Iknew, of course, that I would express my plans to hold more membership events, so that we could network and share
our experiences in the law and life with each other. I especially want to reach out to engage more young lawyers, who can bene-
fit by interacting informally with their peers, and with colleagues who are experienced practitioners. Networking without pressure.

Young lawyers (and law students) are, I believe, interested in meeting not only older lawyers who can mentor them, but
also are eager to meet their peers in the profession. No matter how long we have been practicing, we can all benefit from feeling
part of a supportive community of those who share our unique pressures and ethical concerns. ~ Young members, especially,
can gain from the nurturing and guidance of our experienced lawyers in navigating through the business of law, and the politics of
involvement in other bar associations, in a hamisch environment. "It takes a village" to raise anyone to be an accepted member of
a community, and I hope we all help.

Having more of our members become actively involved in Decalogue, through involvement in committees will help
strengthen the organization, and the participants’ commitment. Every organization needs to infuse fresh blood, not only in mem-
bership, but in active participation.

It is also my hope to increase the visibility of Decalogue in the Jewish community and in the legal community, so that we
can get to know each other better, and to increase our sense of camaraderie and mutual support.

I look with admiration at some other ethnic bars who have been able to achieve leadership positions in the larger legal
community because of the support of their "landsmen," which is developed through the strength of their ethnic bar associations.

I expected that my time in the first few weeks in office would be spent doing outreach to some of our members who
haven’t been as involved as they might like to be. Little did I suspect that I would be asked to address two appellate decisions
which are of special interest to the Jewish community, In re Estate of Feinberg in the state appellate court, and Bloch v. Frischholz
in the Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. These cases are discussed in articles in this issue.

As aresult of these cases, and as president of Decalogue, I was interviewed by (and quoted in) the Chicago Jewish News
in two consecutive weekly issues. This has helped to raise the visibility of our organization in the Jewish community a little bit,
and these cases, which have stimulated substantial discussion among our Board members, are giving rise to two exciting programs.
The first, a program discussing the Feinberg case will be co-sponsored by The John Marshall Law School, and a program on the
Bloch case will be co-sponsored by the new Center for Jewish Law and Judaic Studies at DePaul College of Law, tentatively sched-
uled for a date in January. Details will be forthcoming on both.

Because all of our events must be kosher, we are limited as to the venues available to us. So, if you would like to partic-
ipate in planning any events, have ideas for events or programs, or if your firm has space available to hold a reception, please let
us know.

Check our beautiful website regularly for our schedule of events. I want to remind you of our first social program -— our
annual (always packed) Judicial reception, which will be held on October 30th. Mark your calendars now!

Remember, too that all Board meetings are open to members -- dates of meetings are posted on our website (decalogue-
society.org) and they are held in Room 610 at 29 S. LaSalle.

You, our members, will drive the Decalogue Society during my presidential year, with your interests, concerns and ener-
gy. Contact us if you have any ideas for programming, questions about Decalogue, (and especially, if you want to volunteer).
Please call either Devorah at our office, 312-263-6493 or me. My office number is 312-673-7373, my email address is
amslesq@aol.com. With your help, I look forward to a busy, exciting and enjoyable year.

This will be the last issue of the Tablets before the High Holidays, so I'll take this opportunity to wish you all health, hap-
piness and peace in the New Year. L’shana tova.

Andy



CALENDAR

Sept 1 Labor Day
Sept 10 Decalogue Board Meeting
12:00 noon 29 S. LaSalle, Suite 610
All members are invited to meetings of the Board of Managers
Sept 22 first day of Autumn
Sept 23 JJAI Monthly Kosher Luncheon
12:30 pm lllinois State Bar Association, 20 S. Clark, 9" Floor

Does G-d Really Care? The deeper dimension and personal meaning
of the high holidays

Presented by Rabbi Meir Hecht, Director, Jewish Learning

Institute of Metropolitan Chicago

Sept 24 Decalogue Lecture Series — Don Geiringer
“Ripped from the Headlines: A Primer on Bank Regulatory Law”
12:30 p.m. 39 S. LaSalle, Suite 410
Details: 312/263-6493
Sept 29 Erev Rosh Hashanah
Sept 30/
Oct 1 Rosh Hashanah
Oct 7 Decalogue Board Meeting
12:00 noon 29 S. LaSalle, Suite 610
All members are invited to meetings of the Board of Managers
Oct 8 Erev Yom Kippur — Kol Nidre
Oct9 Yom Kippur
Oct 13-
Oct 20 Sukkot (starting at sundown on 13"‘)
Oct13 Columbus Day (some courts closed)
Oct 28 JJAI Monthly Kosher Luncheon
12:30 pm Illinois State Bar Association, 20 S. Clark, 9" Floor

The Feinberg Clause: “Max and Erla Feinberg seek to preserve
Their 4,000-year-old heritage”

Justice Alan J. Greiman will present his fascinating opinion
that has made national press

Oct 29 Decalogue Lecture Series — David L. Leibowitz
“Scope of Discharge on Bankruptcy”
12:30 p.m. 39 S. LaSalle, Suite 410
Details: 312/263-6493

Oct 30 Decalogue Judicial Reception (location TBA)

Nov 2 Daylight Saving Time Ends

Nov 11 Veterans Day Observed (some courts closed)



Nov 12

Nov 13

Nov 19

Nov 25

Nov 27

Dec 3

Dec 10

Dec 17

Dec 18

Dec 22

Dec 25

Decalogue Lecture Series — Stephen G. Baime

“Initial Client Review for a Workers Compensation Claim”
12:30 p.m. 39 S. LaSalle, Suite 410

Details: 312/263-6493

Decalogue Board Meeting
12:00 noon 29 S. LaSalle, Suite 610
All members are invited to meetings of the Board of Managers

Decalogue Lecture Series — Judge Morton Denlow, Presiding Magistrate Judge
“Effective Settlement Techniques in Federal Court”

12:30 p.m. 39 S. LaSalle, Suite 410

Details: 312/263-6493

JJAI Monthly Kosher Luncheon

12:30 pm lllinois State Bar Association, 20 S. Clark, 9" Floor
Prisoner Exchange in Jewish Law & Tradition

Presented by Rabbi Daniel Moscowitz, Regional Director,

Lubavitch Chabad of lllinois & President, Chicago Rabbinical Council

Thanksgiving (courts closed)

Decalogue Lecture Series — Nancy M. Vizer
“Hot Topics in Immigration Law”

12:30 p.m. 39 S. LaSalle, Suite 410
Details: 312/263-6493

American Friends of Hebrew University Scopus Award Dinner
Honoring Jerold S. Salovy, Esq.

Ritz Carlton Hotel — 6 p.m.

For more information call Judy Siegal at 312/329-0332

Decalogue Lecture Series — Judge Jesse G. Reyes, Associate Judge,
Chancery Division

“Hot Topics in Mortgage Foreclosures”

12:30 p.m. 39 S. LaSalle, Suite 410

Details: 312/263-6493

Hanukah Party

12 noon 120 S. Riverside Plaza, 21% Floor
RSVP to Jerry Schur at 847/913-3918

Hanukah Begins

Christmas (courts closed)



SPOTLIGHT ON
MEMBERS

Bonnie McGrath

Michael Erde, nominated by his peers as an Illinois

Super Lawyer, was scheduled to speak in Naperville for
Lorman Education on the topic of Medicaid and elder
law; he is also speaking for the National Business
Institute in Schaumburg and in Oak Brook on the funda-
mentals of trust administration.... Our prez, Andy
Schleifer, not only hosted a civic group from Israel in her
office recently to discuss ways of helping an Israeli town
in terms of business investment and social service, she
also did a program on civility and family law for the
ISBA--which was videotaped and is being shown around
the state. She was also recently appointed to the Illinois
Guardianship and Advocacy Commission by the
Governor--and to the ISBA Task Force on Diversity.

Steven M. Levin just finished three speaking engage-
ments: One was concerning the safeguarding of seniors
for the American Constitution Society; another was for
the NAELA Telephonic Conference on Advocacy and
Litigation about nursing home abuse; and the third was
for JAMS and concerned nursing home litigation....
There was a nice photo of Fred Lane in the ISBA news
recently congratulating a winning division Toronto team
in a Chicago ADR competition.... Sincere condolences
to Judge Rhoda Sweeney and her family on the passing
of her dear husband, Jim.... Judge Ron Davis and
Judge Allen Goldberg both spoke recently at a tort liti-
gation seminar at the CBA.

Lori Levin and the Spotlight both helped judge the
recent ABA National Criminal Justice Trial Advocacy
Competition.... Hon. Abner Mikva was quoted recent-
ly in the New York Times in a story about Senator Barack
Obama’s teaching at the U. of C.... David Fish has been

named an Illinois Rising Star--and he is also putting out
a legal update newsletter called "The Fishing Line"...
Gerald Schur’s pre-retirement firm affiliation of Welsh
& Katz, Ltd. is now Husch Blackwell Sanders Welsh &
Katz due to a blending of firms in July.

Judge Michael B. Hyman, trying to relax after his suc-
cessful primary for judge, had fun recently with the CBA
Editorial Board (which he presides over as editor) at a
Cubs-Marlins game at Wrigley Field.... Speaking of
judges--congrats to Michael Richard Panter, Ellen
Mandeltort, and Michael Alan Strom for making the
"short list" for filling associate judge vacancies in Cook
County.... (hmmmm... could the name "Michael" be the
new "Irish?") Helen Bloch has been interviewed by tons
of media lately about her family’s famous mezuzah case,
which is traveling through the courts and garnering lots
of attention. Prez Andy and Decalogue are also part of
the media blitz on this issue.

Send spab‘&'yét o %eméew news to:

bonmcgrath@aol.com or Bonnie McGrath, 221
N. LaSalle, St. 2016 Chicago, IL 60606

Judge Richard Elrod celebrated 20 years on the bench
recently with a cake-and-coffee courtroom party--con-
gratulations! Judge Marty Moltz married a couple at
City Hall recently and then ran into them in Hartford,
Connecticut shortly after (talk about a coincidence!)....
Marty also quietly celebrated one of his recent bridge
tourneys at the home of Judge Ilana Rovner, and he
helped Judge Kenneth Wright celebrate his recent
installation as president of the Chicago Bar Association.

Jordan Shifrin, who had an article cited in a recent
Indiana Supreme Court decision, is a member of the
State Council Advisory, which makes recommendations
regarding the Illinois Condominium Property Act....
Judge James Epstein spoke at Northwestern’s "short
course" for prosecuting attorneys recently on an ethics
panel.... Sharon Eiseman and Deb Gubin were e-
planning for Race Judicata recently-- and like all the par-
ticipants, praying for good weather. Al prayers were
answered as it was a beautiful night.



